
!  

I. Welcome 

Cedar Hill HSA 
Wednesday, September 1, 2021 

7:30 P M 
Home and School Association 

Meeting Agenda 

II. Board of Education Liaison's Report- Dr. Karen Cortellino- I am a former Cedar Hill 
Mom and I love Cedar Hill.  I have a grandson who will hopefully go through 
Cedar Hill as well. I am the Liason between the parents/staff of Cedar Hill and the 
board.  If there is anything I can do feel free to reach out.  We are hoping this year 
will be more normal for everyone. 

III. Principal's Report Dr. Michael Raj- We have a lot of new staff this year.  Cindy 
Nosti is retiring as of Sept 30th and Mrs Santono will be taking her place.  Mrs 
Santono will be starting on day one with Mrs Nosti so there will be a smooth 
transition. Karli Twillman comes to us from Valley view for the 1st grade section 
that was added. Our fourth grade maternity replacement is being filed by Ashley 
Esponda.  Michael Cullen is the new 5th grade teacher who comes from Valley 
View as Mrs. Acardi has moved into BSI.  Ashely Sands from Valley View will be 
the new Special Education teacher.  As for the status of the building, the director  
of facilities has confirmed as of now we are running on schedule and they are 
doing everything they can opening on Sept 9. We will have a better understanding 
by Friday and Dr Rovtar will be sending out an update on the status of opening. 
We hope to open on time, but there was substantial damage to the building.  
Good news is that 2/3 of the building will have updated electric, lighting etc.  Back 
to School Night will be held virtually on 9/21.  The teachers will be in school 
zooming to the parents so that you can see the classrooms and get a feel for your 
child’s everyday. 

IV. Budget Update Danielle Walsh- Danielle shared our budget and expense 
spreadsheet with attendees to maintain transparency with how the raised money 
goes in and out.  Our biggest expenses surround the 5th grade activities.  Our 
most important fund raiser this year is the Moonlight Masquerade as we won’t 
have this opportunity again for another 4 years.  We are hoping to raise $20k+ on 
this event.  Thank you in advance to our committee for taking this on.  There is 
also a teacher discretionary fund that allows the teachers to be reimbursed for up 
to $100 without approval. Amazon smile and Box tops are other easy ways to 
raise money for our school.  Please see the instructions in the Welcome Packet. 

V. Committee Update Marisa Schaefer- There are so many ways to support Cedar 
Hill and being a Volunteer is a great way to do it!  There are many committees you 
can join via toolkit please consider doing it at least once during your time at Cedar 
Hill.  We are in Need of a Dine and Donate Chairperson.  It was a great fundraiser 
last year and a nice way to support our community.  Please email if you have any 
questions regarding this position.  

VI. Class Parent Information 

a. Sign-ups have started on Membership toolkit. Sign ups will end on 9/14.  We 
ask only one parent per family sign up.  Class parents will not be allowed in the 
building, but this year items/goody bags can be dropped off for the students. 

b. Selection will be made and parents will be notified by 9/16.  K-4 class parents 
will be selected based on first time priority. Fifth Grade class parent selection 



will be a lottery and selected at random. 
c. Virtual meeting for all the new class parents will be September 23rd. 

VII. Hot lunch 
a. Pomptonian (M,Tu,Th,F)- The Pomptonian website was in the Welcome packet 

sent out and will be sent out again when we get confirmation of school’s start 
date. Please wait until 9/6 to order hot lunch so that rounds don’t need to be 
administered. 

b. Anthony Francos Pizza (W)- Pizza lunch is our biggest fund raiser and we are 
so glad to be bringing this back to the kids. Pizza lunch will be available for 
order via Membership Toolkit. 

c. As a note: Snack and Lunches that will be eaten in the classroom must be nut 
free.  Please pack snack separate from lunch when possible. 

VIII. Spirit Wear Rachel Infusino- We are currently selling masks and chrome book 
covers via Toolkit.  We have approximately 30 masks left on hand otherwise you 
will have to wait for the reorder.  Chromebook covers are due by Sept 10th so that 
we can have them in for September. More spirit wear will be available for order as 
of September 21st and we have great stuff coming up so stay tuned! 

IX. Boo-Hoo/ Woo-Hoo Breakfast Fundraiser at Red Barn Rachel Infusino- Since the 
breakfast can not be held in the school this year we are celebrating the start of 
school at the Red Barn.  The buffet breakfast will be held on the first IN PERSON 
day of school which we hope will be Sept 9th.  Red Barn is a byo facility so if you 
would like a celebratory drink feel free to bring.  Please purchase your tickets on 
toolkit as soon as possible so that we can give an accurate count to Red Barn. 

X. Teacher Welcome Back Luncheon Liz Krauskopf- Lunch will be provided for the 
staff on 9/23 to welcome them back to school.  All items will be individually 
wrapped. 

XI. Back to School Night 
a. Virtual on 9/21 
b. Smencils Sale- Now available on toolkit.  Parents can purchase a stencil and 

type a personalized note to their children that will be left for the the day after 
Back to School.  It will be like you were actually there! 

XII. Scholastic outdoor book fair will be held October 5-7.  The children will be able to 
personally select their books this year.  Volunteers will be needed to help set up, 
clean up and man the fair.  Please sign up via toolkit. 

XIII. School Pictures October 13th (Cedar Hill Gym)- Life-touchLife-touch will be 
hosting the event as no additional volunteers are permitted in the building.  The 
yearbook committee is excited to bring new ideas to the yearbook this year.  Make 
sure to send your first day of school photos 

XIV. Tricky Tray Update Susan Pisano- The Moonlight Masquerade will be held on Oct 
28 at 6:30pm at the Mansion at Mountain Lakes. Dress to impress as its a Gala. 
Tickets are available now by table only.  12-14 person tables are available now 
and on 9/13 we will open up for smaller groups and individuals. With each ticket 
you will receive 1 sheet of raffle tickets, a plated dinner and beer/wine or Sangria. 
Entertainment, DJ and games will be provided.  Sponsorships and donations are 
still being collected as well as new items for baskets.  All donations are tax 
deductible. If possible we would like to have all donations in hand by Oct 1st.  
Class moms will be asked to pull together a class donation or basket as their first 
order of business.  Volunteers are still needed to collect donations or to help on 
the day of the event.  Please sign up via toolkit. 



XV. Stay Informed 
a. Monday Memo Melissa Conturso- The first memo will be coming tis Sunday 

evening 9/5.  This is the single most important piece of information you will 
receive weekly so please be sure to read. 

b. Membership Toolkit- Sign up for toolkit and register to have access to the 
school directory. 

c. Cedar Hill Parents via Facebook is also a great place to see last minute 
reminders and day to day news. 

XVI. Closing remarks- As we prepare for another year of uncertainty, we ask for your 
patience and understanding as we navigate through these challenging times. We 
are hopeful that in supporting our school and its teachers and staff, we can 
enhance our children's experiences at Cedar Hill and lead by example to show 
what it means to have Bulldog Pride. As always, thank you for your continued 
support and encouragement. May each year be better than the last- Here's to the 
2021-2022 School Year! 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm.  Thank you to all of the parents, staff and 
board who attended and participated!  See below for the Q&A session with 
Dr Raj. 

 Cedar Hill HSA Wednesday September 1, 2021  
 7:30 P M  General Meeting Q &A Session 
Q- I am concerned about the weight of the backpacks. Will the books be able to 

stay in the classroom this year since COVID has lightened up or will they have to 

go back and forth? 

A -I have a meeting with my staff tomorrow and will speak to this, but since most 

materials are available online I don’t think it’s necessary that all the materials 

need to go back and forth on the daily. The child only needs to bring home what is 

assigned. 

Q- In the welcome back letter it mentioned there would be no small group 

instruction. I was wondering if there’s a way to alter it or try a different method? 

A- The teachers are being told that whenever it’s possible in a safe manner 

(keeping 3 ft of space between them) to do so. It’s beneficial to have small groups 

especially for reading so I will be encouraging staff to do so. 

Q- My son walks home from school via Pepper Rd, but the packet says he has to 

be dismissed by a crossing guard. Why can’t he walk home independently? 



A- Normally I don’t permit it because I don’t have the staff to supervise around the 

corner, but as long as you provide me with a note for your child to walk that way I 

will allow it. 

Q- In regards to the walkers can we make sure they are dismissed close to the 

actual dismissal time? Last year they were released early and the parents had not 

arrived to retrieve them yet. 

A- Last year we discovered that with the way the buses pick up it was beneficial to 

have the walkers released before the buses. Rest assured, the guard never left a 

child unsupervised until the parent arrived, but we try to ensure that happens 

there. 

Q-The Welcome packet indicated that if the dismissal for our child changes, we 

need to enter into the portal daily. I may have monthly or weekly changes with 

pick up. Must I fill out the portal everyday or can we send an email? 

 
A- If it going to be a change over a long period of time an email should suffice. 

The parent access is more for last minute day to day changes different from the 

norm. 

Q- On the dismissal schedule it says that the children will be released at 2:30, but 

the children won’t actually leave the building until 2:40pm is that right? 

A- Yes we spoke about that and things haven’t changed since the last time we 

spoke (2:40 release time). 

Q- My daughter is going to MEDLC and I haven’t received any info on how that 

process is going to work. How will she be taken from the classroom to MEDLC 

and what does the pick up look like from there? 

A- You should be getting information from our MEDLC director Karen Zangrilli, but 

typically MEDLC students are dismissed first. We get them where they need to go 

and then we dismiss the rest of the students. We will figure out as we go, they will 

be safe and get where they need to go. All information will be coming. MEDLC is 



housed at the school, but not run by the school with the exception that the staff 

runs it. 

Q- Did we go over anything with the building opening on time? Was there any 

talks to put the kids in other buildings or classrooms? 

A- At the moment if we do not open the building on time it will be virtual. 

Q- But isn’t it required by the state to have in person learning, I thought we 

weren’t supposed to do that anymore? 

A- In emergency cases, Virtual is permissible and in this case we have been 

granted permission to start virtually if need be. 

Q- What time will the walkers be dismissed this year? 
A- Approximately 2:40. 
Q- What time do the children have lunch and snack time? 

A- That will vary by grade level and will be communicated by your child’s teacher. 

Because we are handling recess differently than we have in the past some 

students will start recess at 10am and lunch will follow and some won’t have 

recess until 1pm. 

Q- Will the children be using hand sanitizer prior to snack and lunch or will they 

be able to wash their hands? 

A- There will be hand sanitizing stations throughout the hallways and classrooms 

like last year, but of course hand washing is preferred. I emailed the staff about 

making sure the children try to wash hands prior to eating. We also have a great 

sanitizing gel in the classroom. Also for the Kindergartners please send in a 

change of clothes for any accidents that may occur. 

Q- You guys were talking about the budget for the fifth grade committee. How is it 

determined if the events will occur? For example skate night. 

A- If anything occurs during the school day or immediately after, that would be 

determined by the district and will be consistent across the board for all schools. 



For example the fifth grade field trip....At this point non time field trips are not 

permitted. So for right now it’s currently on hold. That is not to say that in June it 

won’t change. If you are planning something make sure to have a clause in there 

about canceling and if need be to get your deposit back. Something like skate 

night although it’s district wide, it is held at an outside facility and under the Home 

and School Association. That is why I do like to point out that we are a private 

organization with our own insurance so as long as the other schools have the 

cooperation to go ahead with it, then that is something the HSA’s across the 

district can get together and decide if that’s something they want to have and 

move forward on. It’s under our insurance and our liability. Our goal is to do as 

much as we can for the kids while keeping the environment safe and inclusive for 

everyone who would like to participate and is comfortable doing so can. 




